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saints proclaimed that truth is greater than religion,
of which the form? also are one in the very core of
their teachings. They affirmed to the people, irres-
pective of caste, creed or race, that life was a necessary
/condition for man's growth into a greater life for which
1 an absolute concordance between his inner and outer
! existence was indispensable. And mystical experience
by living inward and through the fervour of devotion
was, according to them, the only way by which that
harmony could be discovered.

This as well as the Vaishnavic and the Tantrik
'cults had all of them their roots in the past. The
Upanishadic origin of Vaishnavism and Tantrikism
is now established beyond doubt, though there is an
opinion that their genesis may be traced to even earlier
dates. Through its intimate contact with the forces
of life during the classical age the country became
conscious of newer possibilities that were considered
realisable by man if he could accept the whole of
himself including his vital and sensuous natures as
the field of his spiritual pursuits. And both of these
cults restarted in the post-classical age with this
refreshing and wider outlook.

Vaishnavism received a great impetus during the
classical age, especially during the Gupta period
when its main scriptures, the Bhagvata and the Epics
underwent a redaction into their present forms.
Through these powerful literary influences the
Vaishnavism of the North spread to the South where
tit took a more intellectual form but was equally, if